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(54) OPTICAL SWITCH 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a switch state (optical path) 
from being switched when electrostatic force disappears by power 
failure, etc. 

SOLUTION: A catch 21 driven by the electrostatic force, for catching 
the 1 st movable electrode plate 1 2 displaced to a fixed electrode 
plate 11 side is provided on a fixed electrode plate 11. Because the 
1st movable electrode plate 12 is mechanically caught by the catch 
21 pressed into the hole 25, a position is maintained when the 
electrostatic force disappears and therefore, a micro mirror 15 is not 
displaced (rise), either. Cancellation of detaining is performed by 
driving the 2nd movable electrode plate 22 by the electrostatic force 
and by pressing the catch 21 by both the inner edges of a detaining 
cancellation hole 29 to elastically deform. 
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